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view with Hannah in front of a TV news 
camera, much to her dismay. An extended 
flashback reveals the dreadful secret that 
drove Hannah and Adam to seek anonymity. 
MacDonald captures true evil that’s made 
even more repellent when set against the 
backdrop of “normal” middle class lives. 
Agent: Meg Ruley, Jane Rotrosen Agency. (Oct.) 

  The Hunting Dogs
 Jorn Lier Horst, trans. from the Norwegian by 
Anne Bruce.   Sandstone (Dufour, dist.),  $18 
trade paper (336p)  ISBN 978-1-908737-63-2

   Chief Insp. William Wisting started his 
career by solving the murder of Cecilia 
Linde, a girl who went missing and was 
found dead 12 days later. Seventeen years 
afterward, in Horst’s engaging third mys-
tery featuring the Norwegian policeman to 
be published in English (after  Closed for 
Winter ), the media accuse Wisting of 
planting a cigarette butt with DNA evi-
dence at the crime scene in the Cecilia case 
and failing to take the statement of a key 
witness. As the officer in charge, he is sus-
pended pending review of the Bureau for 
Investigative Police Affairs. Wisting’s 
daughter, Line, an investigative journalist 
in Oslo and one of several well-drawn 
characters, helps her father try to uncover 
who tampered with the evidence—and to 
determine whether Cecilia’s convicted 
killer, Rudolf Haglund, who is now out 
on parole pending review of the tainted 
evidence, was, in fact, guilty. A recent un-
solved murder and another young girl’s 
disappearance heighten the suspense.  (Oct.) 

  Close to the Bone
 Lisa Black.   Severn,  $28.95 (224p)  ISBN 978-0-
7278-8402-2 

  At the start of Black’s intricately plot-
ted seventh Theresa MacLean mystery (af-
ter 2013’s  The Price of Innocence ), Theresa 
arrives early one morning at Cleveland’s 
cash-strapped Cuyahoga County Medical 
Examiner’s office, where she literally steps 
into a pool of blood seeping from the fatal 
wounds of deskman Darryl Johnson. More 
homicides rapidly follow elsewhere, and 
Theresa, an intrepid 12-year veteran of 
the Trace Evidence Department, connects 
the killings to the decade-old strangling 
of coworker Diane Allman. Theresa de-
scends Nancy Drew–like into creepy 
morgue vaults, eludes a lascivious morgue 
assistant, and ingeniously extricates her-

discovered, this time near two glasses 
filled with the same rare vintage and 10 
empty. The ritual promises more crimes 
to come, while the costly wine’s year and 
victims’ ages suggest that Bordeaux’s 
WWII history may be the key. Though 
its celebration of fine wine, food, and ci-
gars charms, the book’s brevity, simplistic 
resolution, and lack of female characters 
won’t satisfy all palates.  (Oct.) 

  I See You
 Patricia MacDonald.   Severn,  $28.95 (240p) 
ISBN 978-0-7278-8405-3 

  Hannah Wickes, the heroine of this 
chilling psychological thriller from Mac-
Donald ( Sisters ), works as a counselor at 
Restoration House, a treatment center for 
veterans in West Philadelphia. She and 
her husband, Adam, live as tenants in a 
nearby Victorian brownstone, along with 
their small daughter, Sydney, under as-
sumed names. For the past year, Hannah 
and family have been hiding from fright-
ening experiences in their past. When the 
brownstone’s elderly owner, Mamie Revere, 
has a stroke while babysitting Sydney, the 
girl’s cries catch the attention of a neigh-
bor, who crawls through an open window, 
sees Mamie on the floor, and calls 911. 
This good deed leads to a reporter’s inter-

above the audience. After the show, Dulcie 
and company discover the blonde actress 
lying dead in an alley, her throat slashed. 
Was she the victim of a passing stranger, 
or possibly of domestic abuse? Or is the 
truth even more sordid? The feline com-
plications of the plot should please those 
readers who crave shed fur in their who-
dunits. Dulcie herself is an endearingly 
fragile but determined protagonist.  Agent: 
Colleen Mohyde, Doe Coover Agency. (Oct.) 

  Deadly Tasting: 
A Winemaker Detective Mystery
 Jean-Pierre Alaux and Noël Balen, trans. from 
the French by Sally Pane.   Le French Book 
(www.lefrenchbook.com),  $12.95 trade paper 
(140p)  ISBN 978-1-93-947421-6 

  First published in France in 2005, this 
slight tale is the fourth Winemaker De-
tective mystery to appear Stateside (after 
Nightmare in Burgundy ). Bordeaux resi-
dent and oenologist Benjamin Cooker is 
busy creating his latest wine guide when 
police inspector Barbaroux calls him to 
assist at a murder scene. Elderly Jules-Er-
nest Grémillion was savagely attacked, 
yet 11 empty wineglasses have been neat-
ly arranged nearby and a 12th filled with 
what Cooker identifies as 1942 Chateau 
Pétrus. Soon a second elderly victim is 

 Only the Dead
   Vidar Sundstøl, trans. from the Norwegian by Tiina Nunnally. 
University of Minn.,  $22.95 (152p)  ISBN 978-0-8166-8942-2 

Like the central movement of a dark Grieg symphony, 
this brief second installment of Norwegian author 
Sundstøl’s Minnesota Trilogy resounds with two stun-
ning variations on a single theme: the complex moti-

vations behind murders that link brotherhood, love, and 
death. In the first book, 2013’s  The Land of Dreams , forest 
ranger Lance Hansen, an insecure amateur historian, and 
his brother, Andy, set out on their annual November deer hunt on the North 
Shore of Lake Superior. When Lance checked out a report of an illegally pitched 
tent near the lake, he discovered the battered body of a Norwegian tourist. 
Shortly beforehand, Lance saw Andy near the crime scene. Now, as Lance’s rela-
tionship with his brother frays, he is consumed by a maelstrom of suspicion and 
fear that parallels Sundstøl’s eerie interpolated recollections of Lance’s distant rel-
ative, the pietistic Lutheran immigrant boy Thormod Olson, on a harrowing 
winter trek in search of the American dream more than a century earlier. As an 
ice storm builds around him, Lance’s emotional stability is shattered by the wak-
ing nightmares of a ghostly Ojibwe medicine man who mysteriously vanished 
from the same forest years earlier. Readers will eagerly await  The Ravens,  the tril-
ogy’s conclusion.  (Sept.) 


