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Companion Content for REQUIEM IN YQUEM



THE WINEMAKER DETECTIVE RETURNS

The “addictive” Winemaker Detective series returns with a French mystery set in 

Sauternes, home of one of the world’s finest dessert wines, Yquem, known to 

some as liquid gold. Here are some pictures and facts to get you in the mood.





Château d’Yquem

This superior first growth wine is synonymous with Sauternes wines. Until the early 

nineteenth century, Sauternes made mainly dry white wine. In 1847, Yquem was the 

first estate to deliberately stake its reputation on noble rot grapes.



Complexity
Concentration

Balanced Sweetness

These are the characteristics of this 

famously delicious—and expensive

—wine. The estate’s microclimate 

makes the vineyards particularly 

susceptible to “noble rot.” With it, the 

grapes become sugar-gorged, 

spoiled, shriveled, wilted, and finally, 

rotten. These grapes, carefully hand-

picked, then yield a thick, fragrant 

juice that flows like gold.



TIMELINE

In the Middle Ages, the Château d’Yquem belonged to the King of England, then 

the Duke of Aquitaine. It came under the French crown  in 1453, and in 1593 was 

acquired by Jacques de Sauvage. It was a vineyard as early at 1711, when it was 

owned by Léon de Sauvage d’Yquem. 

In 1785 it passed to the Lur-Saluces family, and stayed in the family until 1996. 

There was a family feud, and the luxury goods giant LVMH bought 55% of the 

Château.



Comte Alexandre de Lur-Saluces stayed on as 

estate manager until 2004, when Pierre Lurton 

(pictured) took over. He is also managing director of 

Château Cheval Blanc.

In 2006, a 135-year vertical collection of Yquem 

containing every vintage from 1860 to 2003 was 

sold in London for $1.5 million, one of the highest 

prices ever paid for a single lot of wine.

In 2011, an 1811 bottle of Château d'Yquem sold 

for £75,000 ($117,000), becoming the most 

expensive bottle of white wine ever sold.





YQUEM TRIVIA

• Drink younger vintages at 9° C  and older ones at 12°C.

• 1 vine is needed to make 1 glass of Château d’Yquem.

• There are no signposts to find the château. 

         When they go up, wine enthusiasts steal them, and the town has given up.

• In the 1980s, a French astronaut brought bottles of Yquem into space.

• One Yquem phonetic translation in Mandarin literally means “drop of gold.”









REQUIEM IN YQUEM

A Winemaker Detective Mystery

One of those rare breaks in the daily hubbub, offering a relaxing journey through 

French wine country peppered with reflexions on greed, remorse, and friendship.
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