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“Vivid characters, evocative international 
settings, and a history darker than 

midnight. I highly recommend this novel!” 
—Douglas Preston, #1 bestselling author 

• What exactly is true in this electrifying thriller 
about the rise of extremism?

• Did those lost archives really exist?

• Is there a real lost secret?

• Was there a darker power behind the Nazis?

• What happened to the Freemasons during the war?

• How authentic is the Freemason cop?
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Stolen Freemason Archives
Fiction

• The Tebah Stone

• The Breuil Manuscript

• The archives related to the shadow ritual

Facts

• In June1940, while the Germans were celebrating victory over the French, Nazi 
commandos stormed French Freemason headquarters of the Grand Orient and 
the Grande Loge and stole archives that dated back to 1770.

• Before looting Europe’s artistic treasures, the “special task force” Einsatzstab 
Reichsleiter Rosenberg was tasked with seizing cultural holdings of Jews and 
Masons and other “enemies” of the Third Reich.

• From 1940 to 1945, specialists in Germany studied these archives. During the final 
months of the war, they tried hiding them like they did the plundered artworks.

• In 1945, the Red Army seized the archives, and the NKVD, the forerunner of the 
KGB, secreted them back to the Soviet Union.

• In 2000 and 2001, 750 boxes of Freemason archives were finally returned to the 
Grand Orient headquarters in Paris.



The Lost Secret
Fiction

• The shadow ritual

• The formula for the soma

• The effects of the soma as described in the 
book

Facts

• The French expeditionary force that occupied Egypt under Napoleon's command from 
July 1798 until 1801 included some of France's leading scientists.

• The Plaincourault chapel is real, and located in Mérigny, France, and has a superb painting 
of Adam and Eve around the very odd tree of knowledge described in the novel.

• There are ethnobotany studies into the use of hallucinogens and religious and mystical 
visions in various cultures.

• There are Gabonese religious practices based on taking iboga root.

• Rye ergot is a parasitic fungus that caused epidemics in the Middle Ages. It played a role 
in the discovery of LSD.

• Amanita muscari is a hallucinogenic mushroom used by shamans in various cultures.

• Using hallucinogens of any kind is dangerous and not recommended.

• The CIA did in fact finance research into hallucinogens and mind-control drugs.



The Thule Society
Fiction

• Thule initiation scenes

• Sol

• The Gardener

Facts

• The Charlemagne Division was made up of 8,000 French SS members, a hundred or so 
of whom were among the last defenders of Berlin.

• The Thule Society was a racist, occultist society in Germany founded in 1918 by Count 
Rudolf von Sebottendorff.

• According to Hitler biographer Ian Kershaw, the organization's “membership list... reads 
like a Who's Who of early Nazi sympathizers.” It played a role in creating the German 
Workers Party that later became the Nazi party.

• Alfred Rosenberg, a Nazi Party theoretician and Thule dignitary, personally ordered the 
plunder of French Masonic archives. 

• Heinrich Himmler led an SS unit called the Ahnenerbe, which had archeologists and 
other scientists scouring the globe in search of lost Aryan culture and the Holy Grail.

• The Ahnenerbe also carried out atrocious medical experiments on human subjects in 
concentration camps, particularly Dachau and Natzeiler.

• The story about an online neo-Nazi network called Thule is true.

• The Gardener was inspired by a salesperson demonstrating extra-sharp pruning shears.



Freemasons in Occupied France
Fiction

• Henri, Marek, Fernand

• The black ops office with wartime anti-
Freemason paraphernalia

• Unfortunately, not much else

Facts

• Marshal Philippe Pétain voted anti-Freemason laws soon after he came to power in 
July 1940. He, more than the Germans, worked to repress freemasonry in France.

• On August 13, 1940, all secret societies were outlawed, with priority going to the 
Freemasons.

• An anti-Freemason exhibit was held in Paris in October 1940 at the Petit Palais.

• The Vichy Government’s drive against Freemasons included the 1943 propaganda film 
Les Forces Occultes.

• On August 11, 1941, Freemasons were banned from government jobs, and listed in 
collaborationist newspapers.

• In December 1941, a special commission was founded to boost anti-Freemason 
sentiment in the country. The commission identified 64,350 Freemasons.

• Underground Freemason meetings were held in France.

• Freemasons who were collaborationists were later excluded from French lodges 
after the Liberation.



Antoine Marcas: Freemason Cop
Facts

• Lodge and ceremony descriptions are accurate and written by Jacques, a master mason.

• Jade’s reactions echo common questions raised by the profane.

• Hiram is the legendary founder of the Freemasons, architect of the temple of Salomon, and murdered by three companions after his secrets.

• English freemasonry spread to France in 1720s.

• Grand Orient of France is the largest Freemason obedience in France. It’s adogmatic, based on principles of liberty of conscience, and laicity, 
particularly separation of Church and State.

• France also has traditional freemasonry using the Old French ritual requiring belief in a supreme being; and the standard Anglo-American 
ritual with mandatory belief in a supreme being.

• Freemasons aprons, worn around the waist, vary by rank. Freemasons wear white gloves at meetings.

• The tyler is the lodge official who guards the door.
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